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as the quintessence not only of the scientific but of the entire mental life of 
mankind. 

The gravest fault we have to anticipate is that the author limits himself to a 
consideration of the great systems. Although the treatment is thus simplified, 
the greater interest of the reader to learn about all the various ramifications and 
transitions of philosophy, which appear with each new formulation of the prob- 
lems of life, remains unsatisfied by this book. We hope to see an equally 
thorough treatment of this phase of the subject. This hope is- justified by the 
fact that the only chapter which goes somewhat more into detail — " The Recon- 
ciliation of Christianity with Hellenism" — is by far the most successful and 
interesting of all. 

Objection might perhaps be made to the author's attempt to establish for our 
time a distinction between " the new " and " the modern," or if not against the 
distinction itself, yet against the way in which it is carried out. It is only possible 
to consider these forces, — " the new " and " the modern" as parallel currents, 
if we regard the spirit of criticism as the specific criterion of the "modern" 
mind. But neither is this possible, nor does the spirit of criticism fully charac- 
terize the modern mind, if it is to be distinguished at all from " the new." 
Equally objectionable is the pessimism expressed at the conclusion, which, in my 
opinion, does not do justice to the scientific work of the present time. But 
since these slight objections are all that we have to bring against the book, after 
reading it, we shall not make a mistake in declaring it to be a very valuable 
treatise upon the history of philosophy, especially of its ethical features, and we 
desire to express to the author our sincere thanks for much instruction and in- 
spiration. Paul Hensel. 

Strassburg University. 

System der Ethik, mit einem Umriss der Staats und Gesellschaftslehre 
Von Friedrich Paulsen, a.o. Professor an der Universitat Berlin. Zweite 
verbesserte Auflage. Berlin : Wilhelm Hertz, 1891. Pp. xvi. 907. 
The second edition of Professor Paulsen's Ethics, the first of which was dis- 
cussed in vol. i., No. I, p. 124 of this journal, shows, so far as I have noticed, 
no essential deviation in any direction from the stand-point taken in the first 
edition. 

In this edition this excellent and valuable work has been better finished in its 
details, and some parts have been more fully elaborated. As the author points 
out in his preface, the second book has been thoroughly revised and its funda- 
mental conceptions have been more precisely stated. But the changes made 
will not, as it seems to me, modify the judgment passed on the first edition. It 
might be called a Theodicy in a grand style, since it endeavors to show that 
there always has been and is " a soul of goodness in things evil." If we take 
into account, furthermore, the author's belief that mankind as a whole neither 
grows happier nor better, we need not be surprised at the conservative tone which 
runs through the whole work. The book shows only slight indications of the 
warmth and passion of an ethical reformer. 

In the first edition there were wanting, as it seems to me, two important chap- 
ters : One upon the " Ethics of Belief," expounded to us so forcibly by the late 
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lamented Clifford, and another upon " Duties towards Animals." Professor Paul- 
sen has not deemed it necessary to supply this omission. He defends with great 
vigor his fundamental ethical theory, which he calls teleological, both against 
hedonistic utilitarianism and intuitional formalism. His criticism of hedonism 
is indeed one of the best that I have seen, yet he does not seem to me to have 
made good his objections against it. 

The author firmly maintains the opinion that morality is essentially con- 
nected with religion, — that is to say, with faith in a transcendental world. Ac- 
cording to him, religious indifference results from a defect in spiritual develop- 
ment, which he, like Rousseau, especially attributes to city life. He believes 
that " the best minds always have been and will be the most receptive to 
religious impressions." A people cannot, in his opinion, live without religion. 
But "religion can have no permanent existence if it contradicts the funda- 
mental conceptions of science." Professor Paulsen casually observes (page 398, 
note) that the Societies for Ethical Culture are the realization of the idea, out- 
lined in Benjamin Franklin's autobiography of a " united party for virtue ;" 
yet he overlooks the fact that Franklin's creed begins with the words : " There 
is one God, who made all things. That He governs the world by His provi- 
dence ; that He ought to be worshipped by adoration, prayers, and thanks- 
giving," — whereas the Ethical Societies do not require any such profession. 

This interesting and instructive work will undoubtedly find an increasing 
number of readers and admirers. G. v. G. 

BOOKS RECEIVED. 

The Redemption of Labour. By Cecil Balfour Phipson. London: Swan 
Sonnenschein & Co. Vol.' I., 1888; Vol. II., 1892. 

Poverty; its Genesis and Exodus. By J. G. Godard. London: Swan 
Sonnenschein & Co., 1892. 

The "Darkest England" Social Scheme. A Brief Review of the First 
Year's Work. London: The Salvation Army's Publishing Department, 1891. 

The Review of the Churches. Vol. I., No. 1., October, 1891. London: 
James Clarke & Co. 

Skandinavisches Archiv. Zeitschrift fur Arbeiten Skandinavischer Gelehr- 
ten auf dem Gebiete der Philologie, Philosophic und Geschichte. Herausge- 
geben von Edward Theodor Walter. Erster Band. Heft I und 2. Lund 
(Schweden) : Gleerupsche Universitats-Buchhandlung. 1891. 

Four Lectures on Henrik Ibsen. By the Rev. P. H. Wicksteed, M.A. 
London: Swan Sonnenschein & Co., 1892. 

Natural Religion. The Gifford Lectures. By Professor Sir G. G. Stokes. 
London: A. & C. Black, 1891. 

The Conditions of Labour. By Henry George. London : Swan Sonnen- 
schein & Co., 1891. 

Anthropological Religion. By Professor Max Mtiller. London : Longmans 
& Co. 1891. 

Two Thousand Years of Gild Life. By the Rev. J. M. Malet Lambert, 
M.A., LL.D. Hull : A. Brown & Sons. 1891. 

The Commerce of Nations. By Professor C. F. Bastable. London : Methuen. 



